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me that prayer was a good thing. Without them-
selves praying, they exhorted me to make the women
and children pray well, and to instruct them, so that
no disease might break out; but, when the contagion
spread, I was looked upon in most of the cabins as
the bird of death; and people sought to hold me
responsible for the disease and the mortality. I
attributed the cause thereof with greater reason to
jugglery, and pointed out to them that the disease
had commenced only since they had practiced those
ceremonies, and — in mockery of the holy water, and
of the sprinkling with it that I performed every sun-
day in the chapel — had performed an impious sprink-
ling in their public jugglery. I reminded them that
God had inflicted punishment by the death of an
old woman, a few days after she had imitated our
ceremonies; that he had punished another by the
death of her child; and that disease and death had
entered the cabins of all the most superstitious.

As there are always people here who dwell amid
the fields, at a distance of more than a league from
the village, until they depart for their winter
quarters, I continued my short excursions from the
month of July to the 24th or 25th of September.
After saying mass and prayers very early in the
morning, I went to visit alternately those who were
in their corn and squash fields. At a distance of a
league from the village is a small one, on a hill
whose base is bathed by a river, constituting a
landscape very agreeable to the sight. I gathered
together those who were there; and in order to
inform those who were in the fields of my arrival, I
called out, as I was in the habit of doing in the
village, that all were to come to prayer. I said the



